
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

October 1, 2015 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on October 1, 2015 at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mr. Andy Block, President Dr. Robert Fraser, Superintendent  
Mr. Richard Abramson, Esq., Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
   Vice President  Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Mrs. Denise Brooks  Mr. Joseph MacClay, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Mark Byelich Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Business Affairs & Board 
Dr. Bill Foster       Treasurer 
Mr. Jerold Grupp Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy   Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Patricia C. Vaccaro-Sexton  Mr. Doug Taylor, Director of Operational Services 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas  

BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 38 persons from the public, staff 
None  and press 

SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Robert Cox, Esq. 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:34 p.m. by Mr. Block.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Block asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance, led by Rachel Neave, Drum 
Major. 

The CRHS North Band, conducted by Mr. Bishop, played the National Anthem, followed by Gotta Get 
You Into My Life. 

Superintendent’s Report 
Council Rock School District (CRSD) ranked the 7th best school district in the state of Pennsylvania and 
77th in the United States by Niche.com.  

PSSA (Pennsylvania System of School Assessment) scores dropped statewide for students in grades 3-8 
primarily due to the different standards for English Language Arts and Mathematics; the assessments 
being designed to assess the increase rigor of the PA Core Standards; and test scores established by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Education (“PDE”).  CRSD has more research to do and will share the 
results with the community.  The Academic Standards Committee will review the scores and the District’s 
findings. 
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CRSD is required to submit its Comprehensive Plan (“Plan”) by the end of November 2015.  A 
presentation on the Plan will be made at the next Board meeting on October 15.   

Lastly, Mr. Frederickson has formed a Technology Committee and its first meeting is scheduled to be 
held on October 27, 2015.    

Public Comment  
Amy Fitzpatrick, Ivyland, PA, thought the District should consider full-day kindergarten to help level the 
playing field for students coming from different backgrounds.  Full-day kindergarten relates to some of 
the discussions about capacity.  Much has changed since the capacity study was done.  She prefers a small 
school model/environment. 

Kelly Wattenmaker, Newtown, PA, opposed redistricting.  The removal of mobile classrooms, proposal 
for full-day kindergarten and the building of new homes all affect capacity.  Transferring children before 
a mandated move e.g. middle school will have an impact--emotionally, academically and socially.  When 
considering redistricting, more thought should be given to grandfathering students. 

Lisa Erb, Holland, PA, would like the German program to remain as part of the curriculum.  She has had 
to hire someone to teach her son German since he was advised that the German program was being 
discontinued due to lack of enrollment. 

Brig Masone, Churchville, PA, stressed the importance of offering students the opportunity to learn 
German.  Students who study a language are known to have higher test scores.  Learning a second 
language can improve children’s English verbal skills, among other things.  German is one of the major 
languages in the world.   

Ally Rapine, Newtown, PA, thanked the Academics Standards Committee and Dr. Fraser for continuing 
the German program for another year.  The PTOs at middle schools would like to host an open foreign 
language night to educate the students/parents about the benefits and opportunities of learning a second 
language, including the German Exchange Program. 

Kristin Smedly, Ivyland, PA, spoke about her two sons who are blind and thanked CRSD and community 
for their support.  Bike The Basin Event, a fundraiser for the Curing Retinal Blindness Foundation, has 
raised approximately $500,000 since 2011 for CRB1 research.  

Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, addressed the Board on prior attempts to maximize space utilization, 
determine space requirements, set a uniform usage guideline, redistrict if appropriate, minimize trailers, 
minimize rehabilitation costs, and place students in appropriate educational settings.  She strongly feels 
that there should be a goal to make facilities efficiencies changes for the greater good of all students.   

Ed Farling, Holland, PA, feels that whatever happens with redistricting, the students will do well and the 
parents will be fine.   

Joanne Hinton, Richboro, PA, is of the opinion that foreign language should start in the elementary school 
or in 7th grade instead of 8th grade.  Learning a foreign language will help students who want to continue 
their studies after graduation.   

Jody Silvers, Newtown, PA, spoke about her daughter’s experience in full-day daycare and the difficulties 
she faced in adjusting to half-day kindergarten.  She is in favor of having the District offer full-day 
kindergarten.   
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Lindsay Pakowski, Richboro, PA, would like to give her children the best start in education by enrolling 
her children in full-day kindergarten.  She heard rumors about Rolling Hills Elementary School closing 
but learned that was not necessarily the case.  There is a lot of confusion and miscommunication about 
redistricting.  Lastly, foreign language is important and should be offered to students beginning in 7th 
grade. 

Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, was pleased that the Academic Standards Committee reviewed and 
discussed the German program.  Furthermore, she understands that if any of the elementary schools are 
closed, the District would not have the capacity to offer full-day kindergarten.   

Marilyn Scarpa, Newtown, PA, stressed the need to call elected officials and encourage them to approve 
the state budget.  There are school districts that cannot stay open.  With regard to capacity, she 
encouraged the Board to look at Plan 1 of the Capital Planning Committee. 

Mr. Abramson stated that any miscommunication is not coming from the Administration.  He urged the 
public to call the Administration to check the veracity of information being questioned.   

Discussion Item 
• Potential Options for Elementary School Redistricting and/or School Consolidation
Dr. Fraser provided a detailed overview of the elementary school master plan.  No changes will be 
implemented until the 2017/18 school year.  Options under consideration include keeping all elementary 
schools open and providing full-day kindergarten; or closing Wrightstown Elementary School and/or 
Rolling Hills Elementary School.  Dr. Fraser thanked his Cabinet team for their hard work and continued 
support.  A copy of the PowerPoint presentation will be posted on the website at www.crsd.org.    

Dr. Fraser further advised that a committee, consisting of the Cabinet members, representatives from each 
of the three community groups who worked on capital planning and administrative staff, will review the 
options presented and make a recommendation to the Board for further review and consideration.  The 
Board will consider these options at its meeting on November 5, 2015.     

Mr. Block and members of the Board thanked the Administration and others for a great presentation and 
for all the work that has been done to date.  Discussion ensued on a number of factors, including grade 
configuration, full-day kindergarten, tax implications, and space utilization.   

Public Comment 
Jeff Struck, Churchville, PA, is of the opinion that pre-k makes a difference.  He is in favor of full-day 
kindergarten.  He is not opposed to pay a one-time fee for a pre-k program.   

Amy McIntyre, Newtown, PA, was impressed with Dr. Fraser’s presentation.  The public will have a 
better understanding based on data presented.  She is in favor of full-day kindergarten if the District has 
the capital to finance full-day kindergarten.    

Jennie Schottmiller, Wrightstown, PA, thought there are students that need full-day kindergarten and feels 
that CR should offer full-day kindergarten.  Furthermore, she noted that CR has enough space to expand 
the enrichment program to parents who are willing to pay for it.    She commented on space utilization in 
CR South and CR North and noted the distance between Wrightstown to Richboro in terms of 
transportation. 

http://www.crsd.org/
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Stephanie Barry, Wrightstown, PA, reviewed the enrollment numbers and would like to see an analysis be 
done by geography for redistricting.  She noted that the bus ride from Wrightstown to Newtown is long.  
Her children would have benefited from full-day kindergarten.     

Tim Downs, Capital Planning Committee Member, Richboro, PA, thanked Dr. Fraser and the 
Administration for developing a long-term elementary school plan.  He offered his assistance to the 
committee.     

Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, liked the presentation and thought the sooner the cost-savings are achieved, 
the better the District will be.  People should be reminded to send their questions and comments to 
capitalplanning@crsd.org.   She wanted to know what the debt service would be with the proposed 
additions and taxes and wondered when these discussions would take place.  Mr. Block noted that 
discussions will follow after the Board makes a decision in November. 

Joanne Hinton, Richboro, PA, thought the District should consider creative alternatives to full-day 
kindergarten that may serve many people.  While kids need to learn and thrive on change, she thinks it is 
more of an emotional toll on parents.  While redistricting is hard, she hopes the District will consider what 
is best for all students. 

Mr. Block requested a short recess at 10:30 p.m.  The meeting was reconvened at 10:40 p.m. 

Items for Board Approval 
• Middle Bucks Institute of Technology Memorandum of Understanding

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Byelich and seconded by Dr. Foster, the Board approved the 
Memorandum of Understanding regarding Matters of Litigation by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain.  

• Resolution consenting to the issuance of Middle Bucks Area Vocational Technical School Authority
Revenue Bonds Series of 2015

Dr. Foster moved to approve the following resolution to consent to the issuance of Middle Bucks Area 
Vocational Technical School Authority Revenue Bonds, Series of 2015 and Mr. Byelich seconded the 
motion.   

After further discussion, the Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 no, 0 abstain.  Mr. Grupp 
voted against.  

RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT CONSENTING 
TO THE ISSUANCE OF MIDDLE BUCKS AREA VOCATIONAL TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

AUTHORITY REVENUE BONDS SERIES OF 2015 

WHEREAS, on the 8th day of June, 2015, at a public meeting, the executive council (“Executive 
Council”) of Middle Bucks Institute of Technology (“MBIT”), consisting of representatives from 
Centennial School District, Central Bucks School District, Council Rock School District and New Hope-
Solebury School District adopted a resolution, consenting to the issuance of a new series of bonds by the 
Middle Bucks Area Vocational Technical School Authority (“Authority”); and  

WHEREAS, the new series of bonds shall be designated as the Authority’s Revenue Bonds, Series of 
2015 (“Bonds”), or some other appropriate designation, and be issued to provide funds to refund the 

mailto:capitalplanning@crsd.org
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remaining portion of the Authority’s Revenue Bonds, Series of 2006 (“2006 Bonds”) provided that the 
savings level of at least 3% of the refunded principal net of all costs is achieved (“2006 Refunding 
Program”) and to refund the Authority’s Revenue Bonds, Series of 2003 (“2003 Bonds”); provided that 
the savings level of at least 3%of the refunded principal net of all costs is achieved (“2003 Refunding 
Program”); and 

WHEREAS, either the 2006 Refunding Program or the 2003 Refunding Program or both, (referred to 
as the “Refunding Program”) can proceed provided that the savings level target is achieved resulting in a 
debt service savings thereby; and 

WHEREAS, the Executive Council of MBIT is desirous to secure such a savings; and 

WHEREAS, as a participating district of MBIT, it is Council Rocks School District’s obligation 
along with the other participating school districts’ obligation to pay its proportionate share of costs related 
to the Refunding Program in the manner set forth in the articles of agreement of MBIT. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. That the Council Rock School District hereby consents to the issuance of Middle Bucks Area
Vocational Technical Authority Revenue Bonds, Series of 2015.

2. That the Counsel Rock School District authorizes the President of this School District or such
other officer to execute any ancillary documents from any and all parties including but not limited
to any insurer to the extent necessary and take all other actions necessary to carry out the
Refunding Program.

• PlanCon: New Newtown Middle School and Holland Middle School Projects.
Act 34 requires that a public hearing be held for all new construction and substantial additions.  The
purposes of each hearing are as follows:

1. To establish the need for the project;
2. To review the various options considered by the Board;
3. To describe the construction and the educational program that serves the basis for what is

being proposed;
4. To present the estimated construction, total project cost, financial needs and an estimate of

the local tax impact of the property; and
5. To give citizens and residents the opportunity to comment and pose questions.

Discussion ensued on the PlanCon Part D process and the Board’s authorization to advertise the 
hearing(s) in compliance with the PDE (Pennsylvania Department of Education) requirements of Act 34.  
The hearings for Holland Middle School renovations and additions and New Newtown Middle School 
will be held on November 19, 2015, beginning at 6:00 p.m. and 6:45 p.m., respectively.  Solicitor Cox 
advised that the public will be given an opportunity to comment. 

Further discussion was held on grade configurations.  Solicitor Cox noted that the Board will meet prior 
to the hearings on November 5, 2015 to review and discuss full-day kindergarten.  The vote to advertise is 
only one piece of a fairly long process.  
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Upon motion duly made by Mrs. McKessy and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Board approved the 
following the Resolution for the Holland Middle School project and authorized the submission of the 
advertisement to the newspaper by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstain.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

HOLLAND MIDDLE SCHOOL RENOVATIONS AND ADDITIONS 

Be it resolved that the Council Rock School District intends to proceed with the renovations and 
additions, both educationally and physically, at a Maximum Building Construction Cost of 
$10,205,520 and a Maximum Project Cost of $53,321,802. 

Be it further resolved that the Council Rock School District will conduct an Act 34 Hearing on Thursday, 
November 19, 2015, beginning at 6:00 P.M., prevailing time in the Chancellor Center Board Room, 
Council Rock School District, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA 18940 and the Hearing will be duly 
advertised in accordance with the School Code. 

Upon motion duly made by Mrs. McKessy and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Board approved the 
following Resolution for the New Newtown Middle School project and authorized the submission of the 
advertisement to the newspaper by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstain.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NEW NEWTOWN MIDDLE SCHOOL 

Be it resolved that the Council Rock School District intends to proceed with the new construction, both 
educationally and physically, at a Maximum Building Construction Cost of $45,098,568 and a 
Maximum Project Cost of $58,582,310. 

Be it further resolved that the Council Rock School District will conduct an Act 34 Hearing on Thursday, 
November 19, 2015, beginning at 6:45 P.M., prevailing time in the Chancellor Center Board Room, 
Council Rock School District, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA 18940 and the Hearing will be duly 
advertised in accordance with the School Code. 

• Personnel Action

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Grupp and seconded by Mrs. McKessy, the Board approved the 
Personnel Action dated October 1, 2015, attached hereto as Appendix A and by this reference 
incorporated as if set forth in full herein, by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain. 

Board Items 
• Old Business

None. 
• New Business:

None. 
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Committee Reports 
Academic Standards Committee:  Mrs. Brooks distributed a list of courses not running at CRHS North 
and South, combined courses and shuttle courses.  

Policy Committee:  Dr. Foster stated that the Policy Committee is scheduled to meet on October 15, 
2015, 6:00 p.m. 

MBIT Representative: Dr. Foster mentioned that the next meeting is scheduled to be held on Columbus 
Day, October 12, 2015.   

Public Comment 
None. 

Board Comment 
Mrs. Thomas requested that a Q&A document summarizing questions from the public and the Board be 
posted on the website.  It was noted that comments can be sent to capitalplanning@crsd.org.  

Mr. Byelich advised that he watched the last Board meeting and did not think the audio was good.  He 
also thanked everyone who voted for the District’s investment consultant.   

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:12 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 

mailto:capitalplanning@crsd.org
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 COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS 

October 1, 2015 

SUPPORT STAFF 

A. New Appointments 

1. Name: Barbara Ann Roth 

Position: Temporary Teacher Assistant – Life Skills 

Location: Hillcrest Elementary School 

Status: Temporary Full Time Support Staff 

Reason: Employee Reassignment (Gensbauer) 

Compensation: $18.28 per hour, 7 hours per day, 5 days per week 

Effective: October 2, 2015 – January 29, 2016  

Appendix A
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